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Valentine’s Day 

 
I doubt anybody could forget, but the fourteenth was Valentine’s Day. It’s time to stock up on 

chocolates and stuffed animals for the ones you hold dearest. There are many speculations as to how 
Valentine's Day came to be, but one origin may come from a Roman festival called Lupercalia. During this 
festival, it was tradition to sacrifice a goat and a dog then wipe the blood of the animals on the foreheads 
of  a group of Romans who would perform the sacrifices. After a few activities that can't be mentioned 
because this is a school newspaper, they would draw out the names of women and spend the rest of the 
festival with them. If you were to dive deeper into the specifics of this festival,  you'd learn that the 
Romans were very violent and crazy, but that's no real surprise.  
 

A more known origin story of Valentine's Day starts with a Bishop named Saint Valentine. Saint 
Valentine performed illegal marriage ceremonies because at the time, Emperor Claudius II had banned 
marriage. Eventually Valentine was caught, and was sentenced to death. While he was imprisoned, 
Valentine was visited by who was supposedly the jailer's daughter. They fell in love of course. Before 
Valentine’s execution on February 14th, he wrote the woman a letter, the very first Valentine’s Day card. 
At the bottom, he signed it from ‘Your Valentine’. 

Random Acts Of Kindness 
On February 8th, start trying to think more about others around you. It’s random acts of kindness 

week! Life at the moment is pretty difficult for everyone, and it's important to remember that we are all in 
this together. We should be kind to everyone no matter what, but it's this week especially that we should 
focus on doing little random acts that might boost someone's mood. Being nice isn't hard, and doing nice 
acts isn't either. It's easy to give a stranger a compliment, or maybe write your teachers a sweet note to 
remind them how appreciative we are of them.  Little things go a long way.  
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Presidents Day 

 
February 15th is President’s Day! A day to respect the past and present leaders of America. 

President’s Day actually started out as George Washington's birthday on February the 22nd. It was later 
changed to the 15th of February on January 1st, 1971. We intended to create a holiday that did not only 
recognize one president, but instead the whole office of presidency. The holiday is also right in between 
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln's birthday. Speaking of Lincoln, did you know that he was 
actually a wrestling champion? He was only defeated once in what's estimated to be 300 matches.  

February Spotlights 
Mrs. Daniels, one of the science teachers who has been working here for 14 years, was the first 

to be interviewed. She says she likes the spot where her classroom is located yet dislikes how much the 
new school echoes. Much like other teachers, Mrs. Daniels says that Canvas has both good and bad 
attributes. She says that it helps with keeping track of assignments and taking quizzes, but the way 
Canvas works keeps changing.  

On a fun note, Mrs. Daniels says that she prefers dogs over cats. In addition, Mrs. Daniels reports 
that teachers often know when students like one another. This is because they may see or overhear little 
things like hand-holding and more. She also enjoys when students draw small pictures or make funny 
comments on assignments as long as they are not inappropriate. Lastly, Mrs. Daniels chose to nominate 
Isabella Garcia as student of the month.  
 

Mr Lillywhite who is one of the science teachers was the second to be interviewed and this is his 
second year teaching at the school. He says that he enjoys the extra space in his classroom for working 
and experiments, although it's easy to get lost. Mr Lillywhite had the same response as the other teachers 
saying that Canvas has both made teaching better and harder. He says it's easier to get work and 
assignments out to students and is good with communication if anyone has questions. But it's hard to get 
a grasp on how to use it at first, but gets easier the longer you use it. For the fun question, we asked 
whether mr. Lillywhite liked cats or dogs better. He chose dogs. Again, like the other teachers have said, 
they do know when a student likes one of their peers. One of the questions we asked the teachers was if 
they liked when students drew little pictures and/or funny comments on their papers, He said yes and that 
they made him smile. As the last question, we asked the teachers who they would nominate as a student 
spotlight and he said Madelyn Cooper, because she’s one of his top students and gets along with others. 
 

Ms. Webb teaches ceramics. What she likes most about the school is the upstairs overview in the 
gym.  This is Ms. Webb's 1st year. What Ms. Webb likes least about the school is how loud and echoey & 
poor the sound quality in her classroom is. She thinks Canvas makes everything harder because she has 
to teach online and in person. Now for the curious questions, we asked, ‘Do you prefer cats or dogs?’ 
Ms. Webb said that she likes dogs better than cats. 
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Cultural Corner 
This month, we interviewed Mrs. Titus and two very kind students 

 Mrs. Titus told us that she lived in Costa Rica for a good amount of time and there are some cool 
native things about Costa Rica that she really liked. Living in Costa Rica is one of the reasons that Mrs. 
Titus wanted to be a Spanish teacher. She said that when she learned her secondary language, she 
understood English more too. One of the things that Mrs. Titus liked about Costa Rica is  how artistic the 
people are. They take a lot of pride in their amazing artwork. Mrs. Titus said that she noticed that nobody 
was slacking off ever, and that they are very clean. She said that she was shocked to see how even a dirt 
floor was super clean! Their catchphrase is “Life is Good'' and they can use that as a sort of daily 
greeting. They would call themselves ‘chiquita’ and ‘chiquito’. Unlike here where the mangos are 
overpriced, in Costa Rica there are mangos everywhere. So many mangos hanging off of trees and 
everywhere you look!  
 

Mrs. Titus said that the main difference she saw between the two countries is that in Costa Rica, 
they are very family oriented but in America, we are very independent. Some traditional foods that we 
learned about from Mrs. Titus and the two awesome students we interviewed, is the sweet bread at the 
bakery. Gallo pinto rice and beans with a sauce is something that you can have for every meal of the day. 
Their main dishes almost always include rice, but they add a variety of things to their rice to make it taste 
delicious.  

Scavenger Hunt 

Try to find the hidden “&” among these newspaper articles. If you find it, bring it 
in and show Mrs. Hayes is room A101 for a sweet treat.  
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